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NEW COMPUTER LAB AT LIGHTHOUSE OF OAKLAND COUNTY HELPS LOCAL CHILDREN BRIDGE THE DIGITAL DIVIDE.

GTECH’s After School Advantage Initiative Debuts in Pontiac, 

Providing Students with Access to Computers During Critical After School Hours.

(Pontiac, MI.) – October 30, 2006 – GTECH Corporation launched its After School Advantage Program this afternoon at Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc. in Pontiac, Michigan.  The new $20,000 state-of-the-art After School Advantage computer lab was built by GTECH employees and will be used by the young students in the Pontiac community who participate in Lighthouse’s Kid’s Café after school program.

Today’s event is part of a nationwide initiative lottery service provider GTECH has implemented called After School Advantage that serves at-risk children who may not have the same access to computers as their peers.  With a multi-year, multi-million dollar commitment, GTECH donates an average of $15,000 to $20,000 in state-of-the-art computers, online technology, computer software, furniture, and volunteer hours to selected after school programs in communities where GTECH offices are located nationwide.

The Lighthouse computer lab is the 104th After School Advantage computer lab that GTECH has opened since it launched the national program in April 1999.  To date, GTECH’s After School Advantage Program has helped more than 20,000 at-risk children gain access to computers.

(more)

“GTECH’s After School Advantage Program is designed to help close the digital divide and open the door of opportunity with the latest technology for children who otherwise may not have access to computers.  After School Advantage aims to increase children’s interest and proficiency in computers in a safe, fun, learning environment, while providing them with the necessary tools to help them become more competitive in school and in tomorrow's job market,” said Alan Eland, Senior Vice President, GTECH Americas.  “We are thrilled to have reached so many children through this program.”

According to the U.S. Department of Education, five to 15 million children known as “latchkey kids” come home from school each day to an empty house.  It is during these unsupervised after school hours that most juvenile crimes are committed and the children are at an increased risk of being the victim of a violent crime.

Access to and proficiency in computers has become increasingly important in society, workplace, and schools. However, the so-called “digital divide” for minorities, low-income households and families headed by a single parent continues to be a big problem.  According to the 2002 report from the United States Department of Commerce, households with incomes of $75,000 and above are nearly three times as likely to be Internet users than households at the lowest income levels.

Michigan Lottery Commissioner Gary Peters, [Pontiac Mayor Clarence Phillips], and other local dignitaries joined GTECH at today’s event.

“The Lottery is proud to be a partner with GTECH not only in providing Lottery games in Michigan, but in supporting education.  One hundred percent of our profits--$686 

million in 2006 alone--go to the state School Aid Fund,” said Commissioner Peters.  “It is important to us that we work with service providers who are aligned with us in recognizing the importance of education.” 

INSERT CLARENCE PHILLIPS QUOTE HERE
“We were thrilled when GTECH Corporation graciously offered to partner with Lighthouse to find new ways to use our computer lab to strengthen the academic skills for the children in Kids’ Café, our after school program,” says Lighthouse of Oakland County CEO John Ziraldo.  “Their generosity will help us work with the children in the program to close the learning gap with their more advantaged peers.”  
Lighthouse serves approximately 45 children, 6 to 12 years-old, from low income families in the Pontiac School District.  The Kids Café program provides, among other things, tutoring, enrichment classes, and computer lessons.  The GTECH After School Advantage computer center will offer opportunities to learn basic and advanced computer skills, complete class projects, and other educational opportunities.  The room is equipped with 16 state-of-the-art computers loaded with the latest software, two printers, desks, chairs, tables, and a DLP projector and screen.  

GTECH engineers work with each After School Advantage site across the country to determine the best technology solutions for the centers, and will supervise the installation of computer hardware. With one paid workday per year to volunteer at any organization, GTECH employees are encouraged to remain active in their local After School Advantage Program.
Since 1999, the Company has implemented the After School Advantage Program in 22 states and the District of Columbia.
GTECH is a service provider to the Michigan Lottery.  More information about GTECH and the After School Advantage program is available at www.gtech.com.
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