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“Lighthouse PATH Recognizes Parenting Awareness Month”
March is Parenting Awareness Month in Michigan

Pontiac, MI – As part of a state-wide effort, Lighthouse PATH, hopes to promote its current parenting programs within the residential program and its Children’s Services programs offered to the community.

Lighthouse PATH, a subsidiary of Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc., has extended its focus beyond transitional housing to meet the needs of the women it serves.  Residents living at PATH are required to participate in Life Skills classes, one of which is a parenting class.  Executive Director, Sharman Davenport, reports, “We believe offering parenting classes strengthens the family as a whole.  By offering a safe, structured environment for a family to live in allows the parent to focus more on her parenting techniques.  A major focus of our parenting classes is to create more family time and placing parenting priorities at the top of the list.” 
More recently, PATH has begun offering its parenting programs to the community parents who have enrolled their children in the various Children’s Services programs PATH provides.  Parents whose children are enrolled at PATHway Montessori have had the opportunity to receive beneficial parenting classes that are geared toward becoming involved in their child’s education. 
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More recently, PATH has begun offering its parenting programs to the community parents who have enrolled their children in the various Children’s Services programs PATH provides.  Parents whose children are enrolled at PATHway Montessori have had the opportunity to receive beneficial parenting classes that are geared toward becoming involved in their child’s education. 
 Dr. Nathaniel Peters, PATH’s educational consultant, who facilitates the parenting classes states, “Parents are the most important teacher a child could ever have.  When parenting begins on a negative note it’s harder to reverse those negative patterns while trying to promote positive parenting techniques.  We work hard with our parents to teach them how they can nurture self-reliance and flexibility with their child.  Instead of parents becoming frustrated with their children we hope they will learn to understand that life will inevitability throw curve balls at us and we need to be prepared to cope and face these challenges instead of being defeated by them.”
The Children’s Services at Lighthouse PATH includes an on-site childcare center for infants and toddlers.  The PATHway Montessori program provides preschool and kindergarten for children ages 3 – 6 years with a developmentally-based curriculum.  An after school enrichment program is available for school-aged children.  To learn more about these programs or to enroll your child, please contact Lighthouse PATH at 248/ 335-1950.

Lighthouse PATH, a subsidiary of Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc., provides an empowerment program for homeless women and children with transitional housing. Life skills and educational programs are available for women and children to foster the development of self-esteem, self-sufficiency, and economic independence, thereby strengthening the family. PATHway Children’s Services provides a Montessori, Infant/Toddler program, an after school enrichment program and summer camp.

