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Lighthouse of Oakland County Promotes 

Anti-Scam Foreclosure Efforts 

LCD continues to provide assistance to growing number of homeowners
Pontiac, Mich. — The foreclosure crisis has impacted homeowners of all demographic and socioeconomic backgrounds throughout southeastern Michigan. But one of the most important facts that homeowners need to be aware of is how to identify and react to a mortgage scam that could cost them thousands of dollars.

Lighthouse of Oakland County, a member of the national NeighborWorks® network, announced is a leading advocate of homeowner education and foreclosure counseling and assistance. Through its Lighthouse Community Development (LCD), the Pontiac-based organization has been recognized as a leading foreclosure advocacy organization by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Michigan State University Extension and Wayne and Oakland County. 
“There are many organizations, so-called businesses and individuals who don’t have the best interests of homeowners in mind and are looking to make a quick buck,” said Greg Sterns, manager of financial education and counseling for LCD. Sterns was named as the Michigan State Housing Development Authority’s Counselor of the Year in April. 
“We have taken a leadership role statewide in helping residents address their foreclosure challenges and questions,” Sterns added.
In his role at Lighthouse Sterns manages a staff of as many as 10 foreclosure counselors. LCD has become one of the most widely recognized and respected sources of foreclosure assistance and counseling. He manages all the financial education programs including foreclosure, homeownership and general financial education as well developing new programs for LCD.
On some days LCD receives as many as 40-50 calls per day from area residents looking for foreclosure counseling assistance, Sterns said. Lighthouse is working with statewide organizations in providing education assistance and support for foreclosure seminars. 
“Facing a foreclosure is a very stressful situation and homeowners may not know where to turn when things are happening quickly,” said Lighthouse President and CEO John Ziraldo. “Greg and his staff do a great job in serving a community need and we have added foreclosure counseling as part of the focus that LCD offers.”
More than $120,000 in grants from NeighborWorks are being used to revitalize and strengthen communities by providing counseling for homeowners on the brink of foreclosure; increasing the 
number of certified foreclosure and homeownership counselors through training; stabilizing areas hard-hit by the foreclosure and economic crisis by putting vacant properties back into productive use; empowering consumers through financial and homeownership education and counseling; creating homeownership opportunities for low- and moderate-income families; and producing and managing affordable, high-quality rental properties.  

Lighthouse of Oakland County is a member of the NeighborWorks network, which was created by NeighborWorks America to improve homeownership opportunities for low- and moderate-income families, provide financial education and improve financial literacy, rebuild and repair properties; develop affordable multifamily units, and, use innovative strategies to improve safety and revitalize communities across the nation.  
For more information about Lighthouse of Oakland County contact 248-920-6000 or visit www.lighthouseoakland.org.   

For more information about NeighborWorks America, please contact Erin Angell Collins, 202-220-6317, ecollins@nw.org. 

Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc. (LOC) has been providing services to low-income families in the area since 1972. It is a family of agencies providing a full range of services designed to move people from crisis and instability to self-sufficiency. 

Lighthouse last year provided assistance to families and individuals in need on 70,000 separate occasions  through s three key subsidiaries: Lighthouse Community Development (LCD), which rejuvenates communities through affordable housing and educated homeowners; Lighthouse Emergency Services (LES), which provides emergency food, housing, medical, utility and other services to people who need immediate help; and Lighthouse PATH (PATH), which provides long-term housing and support to help women with children achieve self-sufficiency and a healthy family environment.
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